typeatrip

A Romantic Asheville Weekend for Two,
October 16—18, 2026

A relaxed two-night getaway built around a real king bed, gentle downtown strolling, one art stop, one
brewery, and one genuinely lovely dinner. The car stays parked almost the whole time. Your only real
driving day is an optional run out to the Biltmore Estate, and even that is a short hop.

0) Your Details

Item Detail

Dates Friday, October 16 to Sunday, October 18, 2026 (2 nights)

Group Two travelers, a couple

Budget Up to $600 total

Must-haves Central lodging, a real king bed (not two twins pushed together), walkable, romantic, little
driving

Special Relaxed pace, one brewery or art stop, lots of strolling, one nice dinner, traveling by car

requests

A quick honesty note up front: mid-October is peak fall-foliage weekend in Asheville, the single
busiest, priciest time of year. Your $600 total is doable, but it means the lodging is the budget, so we
have built the plan so that the rest of the weekend (food, the art stop, the brewery) sips rather than
gulps from what is left. More on the math in section 3.

1) At a Glance

Element The Plan

Base Aloft Asheville Downtown, 51 Biltmore Avenue, real 1-king rooms, dead center
downtown

Lodging guide Approx. $240-$260/night for a King room (guide value, as of June 2026)

value

Art stop Asheville Art Museum, 2 South Pack Square, $20/adult plus tax

Brewery Wicked Weed Brewing Brewpub, 91 Biltmore Avenue, free brewery tours

Nice dinner Ctrate (Spanish tapas) or Rhubarb (Appalachian farm-to-table), both 1—2 blocks from
the hotel

Casual breakfast Early Girl Eatery, 8 Wall Street, Southern, from 8:00 AM

Optional drive Biltmore Estate, House & Grounds from $80/person, about 15 minutes south



Element The Plan

Car use Park at the hotel Friday, walk all weekend, drive only for the optional Biltmore visit

1b) Recommendation and Why

Recommended base: Aloft Asheville Downtown (51 Biltmore Avenue). This is the sweet
spot for your brief: it sits squarely in the southern downtown core, so Carate, Wicked Weed, the Art
Museum, and Early Girl are all a few minutes on foot, which keeps the car parked and the weekend
walkable. Crucially for your "no two-twins" rule, Aloft offers modern rooms and suites with plush
signature beds and walk-in showers, and its room list includes genuine 1-King rooms (not a zip-and-
link). It also has the romantic-weekend extras: a W XYZ Bar with handcrafted cocktails and an
outdoor Ledge for catching sunsets. Parking is easy and cheap by downtown standards: on-site
parking is $17.00 daily, so you drive in Friday and forget the car.

Best alternative: Kimpton Hotel Arras (7 Patton Avenue). A notch more luxurious and
equally central, this is the romantic splurge option. The hotel offers 128 accommodations with
minibars and safes, and beds feature Frette Italian sheets, down comforters, and premium bedding,
and couples in particular rated its location very highly. The catch is the budget: on a peak fall
weekend the King rooms run meaningfully above the Aloft, and the Arras adds a destination fee of
USD 20.00 per accommodation, per night plus valet parking, which can push a two-night stay past
your $600 ceiling on its own. Lovely if you flex the budget, snug if you do not.

Second alternative (same king logic): Hotel Arras vs. Aloft, choose on price. Both meet
your hard criteria (true king bed, central, walkable). The Aloft wins on budget fit; the Arras wins on
romance and polish. Pick the Aloft to keep money for a great dinner, pick the Arras if you would
rather trade the dinner budget for the room.

1c) Book Now

What By When Where / Link
Hotel: Aloft Asheville Downtown, 1 King Now (foliage weekend sells marriott.com/...

out)
Alternative hotel: Kimpton Hotel Arras, King Now kimptonhotelarras.co

m

Dinner: Ctrate (Resy, opens 60—90 days ahead) = ~Aug 17, 2026 resy.com/...
Dinner alt: Rhubarb A few weeks ahead rhubarbasheville.com
Optional: Biltmore House & Grounds timed 7+ days ahead for best price biltmore.com/...
entry

For the hotels: you will see the binding price for your exact dates and occupancy at the provider's
booking step, it changes daily. When you book the Aloft, specifically request a 1 King room (not "2
Queen" and not a "Traditional" room with unspecified bedding) to guarantee the king bed.


https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/avlal-aloft-asheville-downtown/overview/
https://www.kimptonhotelarras.com/
https://www.kimptonhotelarras.com/
https://resy.com/cities/asheville-nc/venues/curate
https://rhubarbasheville.com/
https://www.biltmore.com/visit/tickets-pricing/

Booking tip: Biltmore notes that purchasing Biltmore House admission online guarantees entry
on your preferred date and saves you $10 per ticket, and they recommend booking at least seven days

in advance for the best price.

2) Day by Day

Friday, October 16: Arrive, Settle, Stroll, Sip

Roll into downtown, check in (the Aloft's check-in is 4:00 PM), and park the car for the weekend. The
hotel is at 51 Biltmore Avenue, Asheville, NC 28801; from here everything tonight is on foot.

« Evening stroll: Wander up Biltmore Avenue into Pack Square and the historic core. This is the
"lots of strolling" your trip is built around, no agenda, just shopfronts, galleries, and mountain
light.

« One brewery stop: Walk two minutes to Wicked Weed Brewing Brewpub, 91 Biltmore
Avenue. It is open Friday 12:00 PM to 11:00 PM, phone (828) 575-9599. The brewpub is the
original home of Wicked Weed, housing a full restaurant, taproom, bottle shop, and original 15-
barrel brewery, with the upstairs hosting elevated pub fare plus beers, wine and cocktails. If you
want to geek out, Wicked Weed offers free tours of the original 15-barrel brewery seven days a
week, including a commemorative sampling glass, three beer samples and a bottle-shop discount

coupon. Note they do not accept reservations or call-ahead seating, so go early-ish for a table.

. Tip: Order a flight to share so you can both taste the famous sours without committing to a full

pint each. Easy on the budget, big on variety.

.~ Plan B: If the evening turns wet, skip the outdoor stroll and settle into Wicked Weed's covered
indoor taproom, or stay in and start the night at the Aloft's W XYZ Bar with cocktails on the indoor

side.

Saturday, October 17: Art, Walking, and the Nice Dinner

« Breakfast: Walk to Early Girl Eatery, 8 Wall Street for Southern comfort classics. It is open
daily 8am to 3pm; phone (828) 259-9292. Wall Street itself is one of downtown's prettiest little
lanes, a stroll in its own right. Prices do not include sales tax.

« The art stop: Asheville Art Museum, 2 South Pack Square. General admission is $20 plus
tax, seniors (65+) $15 plus tax, with children under 6 and active military free. It is open daily
11am—6pm and closed Mondays and Tuesdays, so your Saturday timing is perfect. Free for active
military, UNCA students, museum members and children under 6. Budget about 2 to 3 hours for a
thorough but not rushed visit, or breeze through in an hour if you would rather be outside.

« Afternoon: More relaxed strolling through Pack Square and the boutiques and galleries, ice

cream or coffee as the mood strikes. No driving, no schedule.



« The nice dinner: Carate, 13 Biltmore Avenue, a James Beard-honored Spanish tapas bar a
block from the hotel. On Saturday it is open 11:00 AM to 10:30 PM; phone (828) 239-2946.
Housed in a renovated 1920s bus depot, Curate offers traditional Spanish tapas in a warm and
lively atmosphere with an open kitchen. Reservations are highly recommended and can be made
up to 60 days in advance through Resy for parties under 12 (the Resy page notes reservations open

90 days in advance on a rolling basis, so book the moment your window opens).

. Tip: Curate is shared-plates by design, so order a handful of tapas plus a glass of Spanish wine
each rather than full entrées. It is romantic, social, and far gentler on the budget than a fixed multi-

course tasting.

. Plan B for dinner: If Carate is fully booked (very likely on a foliage Saturday), pivot one block to
Rhubarb, 7 SW Pack Square, chef John Fleer's Appalachian farm-to-table room. It opens at 5pm
for dinner Thursday through Monday; confirm the exact closing time before booking, phone (828)
785-1503. The daily-changing menu features wood-fired dishes, plates made for sharing and house-
baked bread. Reviewers repeatedly call it a wonderful date-night spot. Heads up: hours can shift
seasonally, so confirm before you go, and note Rhubarb adds a small sustainability fee to the bill.

Sunday, October 18: A Slow Morning, Optional Biltmore, Home

« Slow breakfast: Coffee and a pastry downtown, or return to Early Girl (open 8:00 AM Sunday).
Check-out at the Aloft is 12:00 PM, so no rush.

« Optional drive (your one car day): The Biltmore Estate is about 15 minutes south. House &
Grounds admission starts at $80 per person, and your ticket includes Antler Hill Village & Winery,
8,000 acres of gardens and grounds, a complimentary wine tasting, and complimentary parking. A
romantic alternative if the House feels pricey: Grounds-only admission starts at $65 and still
includes the gardens and the complimentary wine tasting, lovely in peak fall color. Reservations: a
reservation is required every day for all guests entering Biltmore House, and you reserve an entry

time when buying your ticket. Heads up that Biltmore tickets are non-refundable.

« Then point the car home, ideally with a thermos of Asheville coffee.

. Tip: If you visit Biltmore, the grounds and gardens are the most romantic and the least crowded
first thing. Arrive on the estate early even if your House entry time is later, they encourage arriving

early to explore the gardens, grounds, shops and restaurants before your reserved House entry time.

. Plan B: If it is pouring or you would rather not spend the Biltmore money, skip it entirely. A rainy
Sunday is a fine excuse for a long indoor breakfast and a final wander through downtown's covered

arcades and shops before heading home. The whole plan still works with zero driving.

3) Practical Notes, Checklist, and Cost Reality

Getting around

You are walking almost everywhere. From the Aloft, Wicked Weed is about 2 minutes on foot, Ctrate
about 1 minute, the Art Museum about 4—5 minutes, and Early Girl about 6 minutes. The only drive is
the optional ~15-minute, roughly 6-mile hop to Biltmore. Downtown street meters: metered spaces

are enforced 8 AM to 6 PM Monday—Saturday and parking is free on Sundays and city holidays.



Tipping (US convention)

Plan on 15—20% at sit-down restaurants and on brewery table service, and a couple of dollars at

counter spots. US menu and admission prices are usually pre-tax, so add sales tax to posted figures.

Map links

« Aloft Asheville Downtown: Open in maps
« Kimpton Hotel Arras: Open in maps

» Wicked Weed Brewing: Open in maps

« Curate: Open in maps

« Rhubarb: Open in maps

« Early Girl Eatery: Open in maps

» Asheville Art Museum: Open in maps

« Biltmore Estate: Open in maps

Packing & prep checklist

. Book the Aloft 1-King room now and confirm "King" bedding on the reservation
. Make the Ctrate (or Rhubarb) reservation the moment the booking window opens

. If doing Biltmore, buy timed-entry online at least 7 days ahead (saves $10/ticket)

. Layers and a light rain jacket (mountain October swings warm-day to cool-night)
. Comfortable walking shoes (this is a strolling weekend)
. Coins or a parking app for downtown meters (Sundays free)

Cost overview vs. your $600 budget

Item Estimated cost Notes
(2 people)

Hotel, Aloft, 1 King, 2 nights Approx. $480—- Guide value, check the exact date price with the
$520 provider; peak foliage weekend

Hotel parking, 2 nights $34 $17.00/night on-site, confirmed

Friday brewery (flight + a bite to $25-$40 Wicked Weed; flight to share keeps it low

share)

Saturday breakfast, Early Girl $30-$40 Plus tax and tip

Asheville Art Museum (2 adults) $40 + tax $20/adult plus tax

Saturday dinner, Carate (shared $90-$130 Plus tax and 15—20% tip

tapas + 2 glasses wine)
Running subtotal ~$700—$805

Optional Biltmore (House, 2 +$160 Or $130 grounds-only; skip to protect budget
adults)


https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Aloft%20Asheville%20Downtown%2051%20Biltmore%20Avenue%20Asheville%20NC
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Kimpton%20Hotel%20Arras%207%20Patton%20Avenue%20Asheville%20NC
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Wicked%20Weed%20Brewing%2091%20Biltmore%20Avenue%20Asheville%20NC
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Curate%2013%20Biltmore%20Avenue%20Asheville%20NC
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Rhubarb%207%20SW%20Pack%20Square%20Asheville%20NC
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Early%20Girl%20Eatery%208%20Wall%20Street%20Asheville%20NC
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Asheville%20Art%20Museum%202%20South%20Pack%20Square%20Asheville%20NC
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Biltmore%20Estate%20One%20Lodge%20Street%20Asheville%20NC

Honest budget reality: the lodging alone eats most of your $600 on this specific peak weekend, so the
full plan as listed runs over $600 once you add food and the museum. To land at or under
budget, here is the lever: treat the hotel as the budget, then keep the rest lean. Realistic ways to fit:

« Skip Biltmore this trip (saves $130—$160) and keep the romance free: the gardens of
downtown, the Aloft's sunset Ledge, and the strolling cost nothing.

« Do one sit-down splurge, not two: make Curate the single "nice dinner," and keep the other
meals to the brewery and a casual breakfast.

« Consider shifting one night if you can flex: a Sunday-Monday night is typically far cheaper
than the Friday-Saturday foliage peak, which would bring the room well within budget.

 If you want to stay strictly at $600 with Friday/Saturday nights locked in, plan on the hotel +
parking (~$520—$555) plus roughly $45—$80 of food/coffee, and save the museum and Biltmore
for a future, cheaper-season return.

If you would rather not compromise on the dinner and the art stop, nudging the budget to about
$750—$800 makes the whole weekend (minus Biltmore) comfortable.

4) Sources

Checked June 2026. Prices and hours can change, confirm booking-critical figures at the provider
before you go.
Lodging
« Aloft Asheville Downtown (official, Marriott): marriott.com/...
« Kimpton Hotel Arras (official): kimptonhotelarras.com
Food & drink
» Wicked Weed Brewing (official, brewpub & tours): wickedweedbrewing.com/... and
wickedweedbrewing.com/...

« Curate (official hours/contact + Resy): curatetapasbar.com/... , curatetapasbar.com/...

resy.com/...
« Rhubarb (official): rhubarbasheville.com
 Early Girl Eatery (official): earlygirleatery.com/... and earlygirleatery.com/...

Attractions

 Asheville Art Museum (official admission & hours): ashevilleart.org/... and
shop.ashevilleart.org/ ...

« Biltmore Estate (official tickets & pricing): biltmore.com/...

Have a wonderful, slow, mountain-air weekend. Real king bed guaranteed, twin-bed disappointment
firmly avoided.

Created with typeatrip. All details were checked online by the AI at the time of creation, opening hours and prices can
change, please confirm briefly before booking.


https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/avlal-aloft-asheville-downtown/overview/
https://www.kimptonhotelarras.com/
https://www.wickedweedbrewing.com/location/brewpub/
https://www.wickedweedbrewing.com/tours/brewpub-tours/
https://www.curatetapasbar.com/location/curate-bar-de-tapas/
https://www.curatetapasbar.com/contact/
https://resy.com/cities/asheville-nc/venues/curate
https://rhubarbasheville.com/
https://earlygirleatery.com/asheville-downtown/
https://earlygirleatery.com/our-menu/
https://www.ashevilleart.org/visit/ticket-options/
https://shop.ashevilleart.org/collections/general-admission
https://www.biltmore.com/visit/tickets-pricing/

