
typeatrip

Day Trip from Atlanta: Charming Roswell,
GA (Riverside Mill Falls + Canton Street
Lunch)

0) Your Trip, At a Glance

Detail Your input

Date Saturday, September 12, 2026 (1 day, no overnight)

Group 2 adults

Budget Low, $30 to $50 per person

Home base Atlanta, GA (visiting in-laws nearby)

Travel By car, max 1 hour each way

Must-haves Easy pace, nature or a charming town, a good lunch

Special request "Just get out," some variety

1) At a Glance

Item Detail

Destination Historic Roswell, GA (Vickery Creek / Roswell Mill + Canton Street)

Drive from

Atlanta

Roswell sits about 20 miles north of Atlanta, roughly a 30 to 40 minute drive each way,

well inside your 1-hour limit

Nature Vickery Creek Trail at Roswell Mill: covered bridge, Civil War mill ruins, a spillway

waterfall

Charming town Canton Street, a walkable historic strip of cafes, shops and patios

Parking Chattahoochee River NRA $5 daily pass per vehicle (cash/app), or a $40 annual pass

Headline
attraction fee

Bulloch Hall guided tour: adults $8, seniors $7 (optional add-on)

Trail distance Full loop is 4.7 miles; an easy out-and-back to the falls is far shorter

Money reality Easily done well inside $30 to $50/person; the main costs are parking, lunch and one
optional tour



1b) Recommendation & Best Alternative
Recommended: Historic Roswell. It is the rare day trip that ticks every box you named in one

compact, easy package: real nature without a long hike, a genuinely charming historic town, and a
strong lunch scene, all about 30 to 40 minutes from central Atlanta. A covered bridge, Civil War mill

ruins, and a towering waterfall that pours from a historic spillway dam make the Vickery Creek Trail

at Roswell Mill scenic, shady, and a great in-town hike. You can do as little or as much walking as you

feel like, then stroll five minutes to Canton Street for lunch. Low effort, high variety, easy budget.

Best alternative: Marietta Square (about 20 miles northwest of Atlanta). It is similar in spirit, a

historic town square with restaurants and a small-town feel, but it leans more "town/shopping" and

less "waterfall in the woods." If your group would rather skip even a short trail and just wander,

browse and eat, Marietta is the swap. Roswell wins here because it gives you the nature element you
asked for alongside the charming-town element, in the same trip.

1c) Book Now / Plan Ahead

What By when Where / link

Lunch reservation (Canton St.
can get busy on a Saturday)

A few days
ahead

Salt Factory Pub: saltfactorypub.com · Osteria Mattone:
osteriamattone.com · Table & Main: tableandmain.com

Parking pass (have $5 ready,

card or app)

Day of NPS Chattahoochee River NRA: nps.gov/…

Bulloch Hall tour (optional) Day of,

tickets at the

door

bullochhall.org/…

No tickets are bookable online for the trail; parking is paid on arrival, and Bulloch Hall sells tour

tickets at the museum shop on the day.

2) Day-by-Day Plan

Saturday, September 12, 2026

Late morning, depart Atlanta (about 30 to 40 minutes). Aim to leave by around 10:00 AM so
you reach Roswell with the day still fresh and beat the lunch rush.

~11:00 AM, Vickery Creek Trail at Roswell Mill (nature). Park at the Chattahoochee River

NRA Vickery Creek area. Parking is a $5 day pass, or included with a Chattahoochee River NRA

annual pass. The Daily Pass is valid for the date of purchase, admits all persons traveling in a single
private vehicle, and costs $5.00. Note the lots here are small: the Allenbrook lot has just 5 spaces and

the Riverside lot also has 5 spaces. If both are full, the larger Island Ford / Hewlett Lodge lot nearby is

part of the same park.

This is the easy nature hit. The hike crosses a wooden bridge, visits the Roswell Mill waterfall from a
rocky bluff, and reaches a covered bridge with a beautiful upstream view as Vickery Creek cascades

over a rocky creek bed. You do not need the full loop: the full network is about 4.7 miles round trip

https://www.saltfactorypub.com/
https://www.osteriamattone.com/
https://www.tableandmain.com/
https://www.nps.gov/chat/planyourvisit/fees.htm
https://www.bullochhall.org/visit-us.html


and rated relatively moderate, but a short walk down to the dam, bridge and falls and back keeps it

gentle and is the most scenic part.

💡 Tip: Wear shoes with grip; the rocks near the water get slick. Slippery rocks and fast-moving

water can be extremely dangerous, so don't climb, stand on, swim near, or jump from any waterfall. It

is also dog-friendly on a leash if the in-laws have a pup. Leashed dogs are allowed on this trail.

~12:30 PM, Canton Street for lunch (charming town + good lunch). It is a short hop from
the mill to downtown Roswell. Nestled in the heart of downtown Roswell, Canton Street is the

epitome of charm with its historic ambiance, sidewalk cafes, and boutique shops.

Here is a choose-your-own menu of three solid, easygoing options (all on or just off Canton Street, all

walkable to one another):

Salt Factory Pub, 952 Canton St, the easy crowd-pleaser. An upscale gastropub with modern,

approachable cuisine and an unbeatable beer list of more than 50 draft and bottled brews,

featuring classic comfort foods made with local and organic ingredients. Best for: a relaxed burger-

and-a-beer lunch. (Confirm Saturday hours before you go.)

Osteria Mattone, 1095 Canton St, Italian, a little more of a treat. "Rome in Roswell," with a

menu centered on classic Roman cuisine, from a fine meal to casual pizza and Peroni, plus an

award-winning wine list. Best for: a leisurely sit-down lunch.

Table & Main, 1028 Canton St, Southern comfort. Roswell's adopted clubhouse serving

"simple, seasonal, and Southern" cuisine in a century-old homestead, with award-winning fried

chicken. Best for: a classic Georgia lunch.

💡 Tip: On a busy Saturday, call ahead or reserve, and budget for a typical US tip of 15 to 20 percent
on top of the menu price (and note US menu prices are listed before sales tax, so add "plus tax").

~2:00 PM, stroll Canton Street (variety). Walk off lunch among the shops and patios. It's a

culinary treasure trove and an easy place to explore.

~2:45 PM, optional add-on, Bulloch Hall (a little history). A handsome antebellum home in
the historic district. It is at 180 Bulloch Ave, Roswell, GA 30075, in the heart of Historic Roswell

about 20 miles north of Atlanta. Hours are Monday to Saturday 10 AM to 3 PM, tours begin every

hour on the hour, the last tour begins at 3 PM, and guided tours generally last 45 minutes. Adults are

$8.00, seniors $7.00, children $6.00, and children under 6 are free. A nice low-cost capstone, but
note the last tour is at 3 PM, so go straight after lunch if you want it. Grounds and gardens are free to

wander.

💡 Tip: If you skip the house tour, no tickets are required to tour the grounds, outbuilding, or

gardens, so you can still enjoy the setting for free.

~4:00 PM, easy drive back to Atlanta (about 30 to 40 minutes), home well before dinner with

the in-laws.

Plan B (weather-dependent): Roswell is at its best in dry weather, and the trail rocks are
dangerous when wet. If September 12 turns stormy, flip the day: lead with a longer Canton Street

wander plus the Bulloch Hall indoor tour, and treat the trail as a short "see the falls from the bridge

and back" if there's a dry window. If it's a washout, the Marietta Square alternative gives you a

covered, town-focused day with the same easy, low-budget feel.



3) Practical Notes & Checklist
Good to know

Roswell is comfortably inside your 1-hour rule at roughly 30 to 40 minutes each way.

The Vickery Creek lots are small (5 spaces each at Allenbrook and Riverside), so arriving before

noon helps; the larger Island Ford lot is a backup in the same park.

Bring a $5 for parking; have a card or the parking app ready in case the kiosk is card-only.

US menu prices exclude sales tax, and a 15 to 20 percent tip is standard for table service.

Bulloch Hall's last tour is 3 PM, so it's an "after-lunch" stop only if you don't linger.

Checklist

 Comfortable, grippy shoes for the trail

 Water bottles and a small snack

 $5 (or card/app) for parking

 Lunch reservation, if you want a specific spot on Saturday

 Sun protection / light rain layer (check the forecast the night before)

 Phone charged for photos at the falls and covered bridge

Estimated cost overview (for 2 adults)

Item Estimate (2 adults)

Parking, NPS day pass $5 (per vehicle)

Lunch on Canton Street (casual, e.g. Salt Factory

Pub)

$40 to $70 incl. tax and tip

Bulloch Hall tour (optional) $16 (2 adults at $8)

Fuel, round trip ~50 to 60 miles roughly $7 to $10

Total about $68 to $101, i.e. roughly $34 to $51 per
person

Budget reality check: With your $30 to $50/person target, this trip lands right in range if you keep

lunch casual. The single biggest lever is the restaurant: a pub or Southern lunch keeps you

comfortably under budget, while a wine-forward Italian sit-down can nudge a couple over $50 each
once tax and tip are in. Skip or keep the $8 Bulloch Hall tour depending on how the morning runs,

both versions fit "low budget."

4) Sources (checked June 2026)
Nature / trail

Atlanta Trails, Vickery Creek Trail at Roswell Mill (trail details, distance, falls, dog policy, $5
parking note): atlantatrails.com/…

NPS, Chattahoochee River NRA parking lots & fees (daily/annual pass prices, Vickery Creek lot

sizes): nps.gov/…

https://www.atlantatrails.com/hiking-trails/roswell-mill-vickery-creek-trail/
https://www.nps.gov/chat/planyourvisit/parking.htm


NPS, Chattahoochee River NRA fees: nps.gov/…

Charming town / dining

Atlanta Eats, Best Restaurants on Canton Street, Roswell (Canton Street character, restaurant

names and addresses): atlantaeats.com/…

Salt Factory Pub (concept, beer list): saltfactorypub.com

Osteria Mattone: osteriamattone.com

Table & Main: tableandmain.com

Optional attraction

Bulloch Hall, Visit Us (hours, tour times, ticket prices, address): bullochhall.org/…

Map links

Vickery Creek Trail / Roswell Mill: Open in maps

Canton Street, Roswell: Open in maps

Salt Factory Pub: Open in maps

Osteria Mattone: Open in maps

Table & Main: Open in maps

Bulloch Hall: Open in maps

Enjoy the breather. Falls in the morning, a good lunch by noon, in-law sanity restored by dinner.

Created with typeatrip. All details were checked online by the AI at the time of creation, opening hours and prices can

change, please confirm briefly before booking.

https://www.nps.gov/chat/planyourvisit/fees.htm
https://www.atlantaeats.com/blog/canton-st-restaurants-roswell-ga/
https://www.saltfactorypub.com/
https://www.osteriamattone.com/
https://www.tableandmain.com/
https://www.bullochhall.org/visit-us.html
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Vickery%20Creek%20Trail%20Roswell%20Mill%20Roswell%20GA
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Canton%20Street%20Roswell%20GA
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Salt%20Factory%20Pub%20952%20Canton%20St%20Roswell%20GA%2030075
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Osteria%20Mattone%201095%20Canton%20St%20Roswell%20GA%2030075
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Table%20and%20Main%201028%20Canton%20St%20Roswell%20GA%2030075
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Bulloch%20Hall%20180%20Bulloch%20Ave%20Roswell%20GA%2030075

