typeatrip

Two Museum Days in Washington, DC:
Smithsonians That Are Actually Open

A tightly planned, closure-checked weekend for two, arriving by Amtrak from Philadelphia,

September 12 to 13, 2026. Every museum below was verified against its official Smithsonian page as

open for your dates, and we call out exactly which halls are still behind construction walls so you

never walk into a plywood dead end.

0) Your Details at a Glance

Item Detail

Dates Saturday, September 12 to Sunday, September 13, 2026 (1 night)

Group Two adults

Budget Up to $700 total

Must- 2 to 3 Smithsonian museums, monuments at dusk, lodging near National Mall or Penn Quarter,

haves Amtrak from Philadelphia, quick lunches plus one nice dinner

Special = Verify what is genuinely open in September 2026: which buildings/halls are closed for

request = renovation, which need free timed passes and how to get them, and plan only with verifiably open

museums

1) At a Glance

Element

Getting there

Fare anchor

Lodging area

Museum Day
1 (Sat)

Museum Day
2 (Sun)

Monuments
at dusk

One nice

dinner

The plan

Amtrak Northeast Regional, Philadelphia 30th Street Station to Washington Union Station,
about 2 hours

Northeast Regional averages around $69 one way; advance-purchase Saver fares can run

well under that (guide value, book early)
Penn Quarter, walkable to the Mall and to Metro

National Museum of Natural History + National Museum of American History (both free, no
passes)

National Air and Space Museum (free, timed pass required) + optional National Museum of
African American History and Culture (free, timed pass required)

Lincoln Memorial, WWII Memorial, Washington Monument grounds, golden hour Saturday

evening

Rasika, Penn Quarter (modern Indian)



Element The plan

Timed Air and Space (all visitors), and NMAAHC if you choose it
passes
needed

Passes NOT = Natural History, American History
needed

Verified closure status for your dates (the headline answer to your special request):

» The National Air and Space Museum on the Mall is open daily 10:00 am to 5:30 pm, free
admission. Its restored galleries reopened in phases, and the previously announced schedule of all
seven remaining galleries opening July 1 was adjusted due to the impacts of the government
shutdown in fall 2025, so five galleries opened July 1 and the remaining two galleries open this fall.
Specifically, At Home in Space opens October 30 and Modern Military Aviation opens November
11. The museum itself confirms that two more exhibits will open this fall, and while they work, part
of the Museum is closed. Translation: on your September 13 visit the great majority of the building
is open (Wright Flyer, Apollo 11 Columbia, Milestones of Flight, Pioneers of Flight, WWII in the
Air, How Things Fly, Living in the Space Age, the planetarium and IMAX), but the two galleries
above will still be closed. We plan around them, so no wasted walk.

« Natural History: Free admission, no passes required, open 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

« American History: open every day, except December 25, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., admission
is free. Note two kids' spaces have limited days, which does not affect you: Wegmans Wonderplace
is open Wednesday to Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., closed Monday to Tuesday; Draper Spark!Lab is
open Wednesday to Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., closed Monday to Tuesday.

« NMAAHC: open, but all visitors, regardless of age, must have a timed-entry pass to enter the

museum.

1b) Recommendation and Best Alternative

Our recommendation. Do the two "no-pass, walk-right-in" giants on Saturday afternoon after
your train (Natural History and American History, both free and both open with no timed entry), then
reserve Air and Space for Sunday morning with a timed pass. This front-loads the museums that
never sell out and protects your one pass-dependent museum for when you are rested and can grab an
early slot. Reasons: both Saturday museums are literally next door to each other on the Mall, both
confirmed open 10 to 5:30 with no ticket friction, and it leaves Saturday's golden hour free for

monuments at dusk.

Best alternative. If your teenager-at-heart wants maximum wow, swap American History for the
National Museum of African American History and Culture on Sunday as your third
museum. It is superb, but it is the one that adds pass complexity: its highest visitation is 12:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m. Friday through Sunday, and during that window there may be long lines to access the
History Galleries. Since your Sunday is a getaway day, only add it if you can secure an early pass (see
below).



1c) Book Now

What By when Where / link

Amtrak Philadelphia to DC = As early as possible for lowest amtrak.com/...

(round trip, 2 adults) Saver fare

Hotel (Penn Quarter, 1 4 to 8 weeks out for best rate See 1b/3 for named options and links
night)

Air and Space free timed Released about 30 days ahead; si.edu/... (Air and Space "Reserve Free
passes (2) grab Sunday morning slot Passes" via airandspace.si.edu/...)
NMAAHC free timed passes = 30 days ahead, or same-day nmaahc.si.edu/...

(only if chosen) online by 8:15 a.m.

Rasika dinner reservation 2 to 4 weeks out (books up) rasikarestaurant.com

(Saturday)

For any hotel booking, note honestly: You will see the binding price for your exact dates and
occupancy at the provider's booking step, it changes daily.

Timed pass mechanics for Air and Space: Free timed-entry passes are required for all visitors,
regardless of age. The good news for a relaxed morning: passes do not limit the amount of time you
can spend in the Museum. Reserve online in advance; a limited number of same-day passes are also
released.

Timed pass mechanics for NMAAHC: a limited number of timed-entry passes are available;
advance timed-entry passes are released 30 days in advance on a rolling basis, and same-day timed-
entry passes are released online only by 8:15 a.m. EST daily. Individuals can reserve up to nine free

timed-entry passes for their visit. Book the earliest Sunday slot you can to dodge the midday crowd.

2) Day-by-Day Plan

Saturday, September 12, 2026: Arrive, two open museums, monuments at
dusk

Morning: Amtrak from Philadelphia. Take a mid-morning Northeast Regional from
Philadelphia 30th Street Station to Washington Union Station. Amtrak Northeast Regional offers
frequent daily trips from Philadelphia to Washington, with an average travel time of 2 hours. Fare
anchor: tickets on the Northeast Regional average around $69 one way (guide value, cheaper with
advance Saver fares). From Union Station it is a short Metro ride or taxi to your Penn Quarter hotel to
drop bags.

. Tip: Book the Northeast Regional, not Acela, for this route. The time saved by Acela is minor here
and the price jump is not worth it for two adults on a budget. Reserve a Saver fare online weeks ahead
for the lowest number.


https://www.amtrak.com/cities/trains-to-washington-dc
https://www.si.edu/museums
https://airandspace.si.edu/visit/museum-dc
https://nmaahc.si.edu/visit/plan-your-visit
https://www.rasikarestaurant.com/

Early afternoon: National Museum of Natural History. Free, no pass, open 10 a.m. to 5:30
p-m., no passes required. Hit the greatest hits: the 45.5-carat Hope Diamond, Ocean Hall, Mammals
Hall, Hall of Human Origins, Insect Zoo, dinosaurs, and the African bush elephant in the rotunda.
Entrance at 10th St. & Constitution Ave. NW. Map: Open in maps

. Tip: When you arrive you can expect a full security screening similar to what you might experience
at the airport, except you can keep your shoes and belts on. Arriving a few minutes before opening or
after 2 p.m. trims the line.

Late afternoon: National Museum of American History (a two-minute walk west). Free, no
pass, open 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Do not miss the Star-Spangled Banner, Dorothy's ruby slippers, and
the 250th-anniversary blockbuster: in 2026 the museum is hosting a building-wide exhibition, In
Pursuit of Life, Liberty & Happiness, showcasing 250 objects ranging from the 1700s to the present
day. Entrance on Constitution Ave (first floor) or Madison Drive on the Mall (second floor). Map:

Open in maps

. Tip: With two big museums in one afternoon, pick 3 to 4 target exhibits in each rather than trying
to see everything. Museum fatigue is real; curation beats completeness.

Quick lunch (grab-and-go between train and museums): the cafeterias inside both museums
are convenient but pricey; a faster, cheaper option is a counter-service spot in Penn Quarter before
you head to the Mall. Budget about $12 to $18 per person plus tax.

Dusk: Monuments walk. Head to the west end of the Mall for golden hour. Walk the Washington
Monument grounds, the WWII Memorial, and finish at the Lincoln Memorial as the sky goes pink

and the monuments light up. All are free and open 24 hours. Map: Open in maps

. Tip: In mid-September, sunset in DC is around 7:15 to 7:25 p.m. Aim to be at the Lincoln
Memorial about 30 to 45 minutes before sunset, then walk back east toward dinner as the

monuments glow.

. Plan B (weather-dependent): If it is raining at dusk, swap the outdoor walk for the indoor,
glassed-in overlooks and skip the long Mall stroll; do a compressed monuments-by-taxi loop the next
morning, or simply enjoy the illuminated Capitol dome view from a covered spot near your hotel. The

monuments are just as striking lit up on a clear night, so a dry evening is worth waiting for.

Dinner: Rasika (Penn Quarter), modern Indian, your one nice dinner. Address: 633 D St
NW, Washington, DC 20004. Phone: (202) 637-1222. Saturday hours are 4:30 pm to 10:30 pm. Itis a

special-occasion favorite, so reserve ahead. Map: Open in maps

. Tip: Order the crispy spinach chaat and plenty of naan, and note that US menu prices exclude tax;

plan on 18 to 20 percent tip on the pre-tax total for good table service.

Alternative nice dinners in the same area if Rasika is booked: Oyamel (upscale Mexican, Penn
Quarter) and Jaleo (Spanish tapas, Penn Quarter), both well regarded and walkable. Check current

hours before you go.


https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=National%20Museum%20of%20Natural%20History%2010th%20St%20and%20Constitution%20Ave%20NW%20Washington%20DC
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=National%20Museum%20of%20American%20History%2014th%20St%20and%20Constitution%20Ave%20NW%20Washington%20DC
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Lincoln%20Memorial%20Washington%20DC
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Rasika%20633%20D%20St%20NW%20Washington%20DC

Sunday, September 13, 2026: Air and Space (and an optional third), then
home

Morning: National Air and Space Museum. This is your timed-pass museum. Open daily 10:00
am to 5:30 pm, admission always free. Location: 650 Jefferson Drive SW, Washington, DC 20560;

visitors must enter through the doors on Jefferson Drive. Map: Open in maps

What is open and worth your time on September 13: Boeing Milestones of Flight Hall, Barron Hilton
Pioneers of Flight, World War I: The Birth of Military Aviation, RTX Living in the Space Age Hall,
TEXTRON How Things Fly, plus star objects including the 1903 Wright Flyer, the Apollo 11
Command Module Columbia, and Mercury Friendship 7. For the young-at-heart wanting hands-on
action: in TEXTRON How Things Fly, 45+ different interactives help kids of all ages understand the

science of flight.

What is still closed (so you don't hunt for it): At Home in Space and Modern Military Aviation, which
reopen in fall (October 30 and November 11 respectively), and the eastern portion of the building still

under construction.

. Tip: Reserve the first Sunday slot you can and go straight to the Milestones of Flight Hall before it
fills. Then consider the Planetarium or a daytime IMAX documentary as a sit-down break; both are

inside the building.

.~ Plan B: Air and Space is fully indoor, so rain is a non-issue here; if anything, a wet Sunday makes
it the perfect place to spend the whole morning.

Optional third museum (only with a pass): NMAAHC. If you booked an early pass, this is a
powerful finish. Realistic time budget: touring the History Galleries in their entirety will take
approximately 2 hours and will require about 1 mile of walking, and last entry for all visitors is 4:00
p.m. Given your early-afternoon train home, an early morning NMAAHC slot is the only way to fit it
comfortably. Map: Open in maps

. Tip: If you cannot get an early pass, skip it guilt-free and give Air and Space the full morning. Two

great museums done well beats three done in a rush.

Quick lunch near the Mall, then Metro or taxi to Union Station for your Northeast Regional home
to Philadelphia. Budget about $12 to $18 per person plus tax.

. Tip: Book your return train for early-to-mid afternoon so a slightly longer museum morning does
not turn into a station sprint. Arrive at Union Station about 20 to 30 minutes before departure.

3) Practical Notes and Checklist

Getting around: The Mall museums and Penn Quarter are walkable; Metro fills the gaps. For
Natural History, take the Silver, Orange or Blue lines to the Smithsonian station and use the Mall exit;

the Green and Yellow lines also work via the Archives-Navy Memorial-Penn Quarter stop.
Security: Every Smithsonian has airport-style screening. Travel light, no oversized bags.

Passes recap: Air and Space requires a free timed pass for everyone. NMAAHC requires a free timed

pass. Natural History and American History require nothing; walk in.


https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=National%20Air%20and%20Space%20Museum%20650%20Jefferson%20Drive%20SW%20Washington%20DC
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=National%20Museum%20of%20African%20American%20History%20and%20Culture%20Washington%20DC

Checklist:
. Amtrak round-trip booked (Saver fare, both directions)
. Hotel booked in Penn Quarter, 1 night
. Air and Space timed passes (2) reserved for Sunday morning

. NMAAHC passes only if adding it (earliest Sunday slot)

. Rasika dinner reservation (Saturday evening)
. Comfortable walking shoes and a light rain layer for September
. Refillable water bottle (museums have fountains)

Estimated Cost Overview vs. Your $700 Budget

Prices in USD, for two adults, one night.

Item Estimate (2 Notes
adults)

Amtrak round trip $180 to $280 Guide value; Northeast Regional averages ~$69 each way, per

direction, book Saver fares early

Hotel, 1 night (Penn = $180 to $350 Guide value, check the exact date price with the provider; see

Quarter) named options below

Museums (all 3+) $0 Every Smithsonian is free admission

Timed passes $0 Air and Space and NMAAHC passes are free

Nice dinner (Rasika, = $130 to $180 Includes tax and 18 to 20 percent tip

2)

2 quick lunches (2 $50 to $75 Counter service plus tax

people)

Metro / taxi around = $20 to $40 Depending on walking vs. riding

town

Total ~$560 to Comfortably within $700 at the lower/mid end; see honesty note
$925

Budget honesty: $700 total is realistic if you land an advance Amtrak Saver fare and a mid-priced
hotel, and keep lunches to counter service. If you book train and hotel late, or choose a
boutique/luxury property, you can blow past $700 on lodging and transport alone. The single biggest
lever is booking the train and hotel early. The museums themselves cost nothing, which is what makes
DC forgiving on a budget.

Named hotel options (guide-value anchors, Penn Quarter / near the Mall):

« Hotel Harrington (budget, best-located). Located an 11-minute walk from the National Mall,
Hotel Harrington offers 3-star accommodations and features a bar. For no-frills budget properties
like this, rates can range roughly $120 to $200 per night, especially off-peak or booked well in

advance (guide value, as of June 2026; confirm exact date). Link: hotel-harrington.com


https://www.hotel-harrington.com/

« Motto by Hilton Washington DC City Center (mid-range, lively). Mid-range options such as
Motto by Hilton or a Courtyard by Marriott typically fall into the $200 to $350 per night range
(guide value, as of June 2026). Link: hilton.com

« Kimpton Hotel Monaco Washington DC (upscale splurge). High-end properties like the
Kimpton Hotel Monaco generally start from $350 and can go upwards of $600+ per night,
particularly in peak season (guide value; likely pushes you over budget). Link: monaco-dc.com

For all three: You will see the binding price for your exact dates and occupancy at the provider's
booking step, it changes daily.

4) Sources

Checked as of June 2026.

Museum status, hours, closures, and passes

» National Air and Space Museum (visit, hours, timed passes, current closures):

airandspace.si.edu/...

« Air and Space gallery reopening schedule / fall 2026 openings: airandspace.si.edu/... and
airandspace.si.edu/...

» National Museum of Natural History (visit / hours / no passes): naturalhistory.si.edu/... and
naturalhistory.si.edu

« National Museum of American History (visit / hours / 250th exhibition):
americanhistory.si.edu/... and americanhistory.si.edu

« National Museum of African American History and Culture (plan your visit / timed passes):
nmaahec.si.edu/...

» Smithsonian museums directory: si.edu/...

Transport

« Amtrak, trains to Washington, DC: amtrak.com/...

« Amtrak fares guide: amtrak.com/...

Dining

» Rasika Penn Quarter (menu, hours): rasikarestaurant.com/...
Lodging references

« Hotel Harrington: hotel-harrington.com
« Kimpton Hotel Monaco Washington DC: monaco-dc.com

» Motto by Hilton / Hilton: hilton.com

A quick honesty note on prices: museum hours, closures, and pass rules above are exact from the
official Smithsonian pages. Train fares and hotel rates are live and change daily, so treat those figures
as guide values and confirm the binding number at the provider's booking step. Enjoy DC, and may
your only "closed" sign be the one on the two Air and Space galleries you already know to skip.


https://www.hilton.com/
https://www.monaco-dc.com/
https://airandspace.si.edu/visit/museum-dc
https://airandspace.si.edu/newsroom/press-releases/national-air-and-space-museum-announces-plans-celebrate-50-years
https://airandspace.si.edu/newsroom/press-releases/national-air-and-space-museum-opens-five-new-galleries-july-28
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/visit
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/
https://americanhistory.si.edu/visit
https://americanhistory.si.edu/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/visit/plan-your-visit
https://www.si.edu/museums
https://www.amtrak.com/cities/trains-to-washington-dc
https://www.amtrak.com/guide-to-fares
https://www.rasikarestaurant.com/penn-quarter-menu
https://www.hotel-harrington.com/
https://www.monaco-dc.com/
https://www.hilton.com/

Created with typeatrip. All details were checked online by the AI at the time of creation, opening hours and prices can

change, please confirm briefly before booking.



