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Yellowstone in Summer: Old Faithful,
Grand Prismatic & a Lamar Valley Dawn, 3
Nights for Two
You want the good stuff (geysers, wildlife, one memorable dinner) without the classic Yellowstone

nightmare of arriving to find every bed taken. Here is a plan built entirely around booking early and

smart, with concrete prices, hours and a reservation timeline so nothing sneaks up on you.

0) Your Trip at a Glance (Your Details)

Item Detail

Dates Monday, August 10 to Thursday, August 13, 2026 (3 nights)

Group 2 adults

Budget Up to $1,800 total

Must-haves Old Faithful, Grand Prismatic, a Lamar Valley wildlife morning, an unhurried pace

Travel Fly into Bozeman (BZN), rental car

Food Casual, picnic lunches, one nice dinner

Special

request

A booking-timeline table (lodges, campgrounds, car, key dinners) with honest in-park vs.

outside-park realities

1) At a Glance

Topic The concrete facts

Park entrance

fee

Private vehicle $35.00, unlimited entry for one vehicle and all passengers for seven

consecutive days. A $70 annual park pass or the $80 America the Beautiful pass also
work. Buy a digital pass ahead on recreation.gov to skip the line.

Best in-park

base

Old Faithful Snow Lodge (central to Old Faithful and Grand Prismatic). Guide value

roughly $340–$560/night for a Deluxe Lodge Room, as of June 2026.

Best outside-

park base

Explorer Cabins at Yellowstone, West Yellowstone, rates from USD222 as of June 2026;

0.6 miles from the West Entrance.

Booking
window (lodges)

The booking window accepts reservations up to 13 months in advance; on the 5th of each
month, they begin accepting reservations for the same entire month of the following year.

For August 2026 that window opened on August 5, 2025.



Topic The concrete facts

Booking
window (in-

park

campgrounds)

Xanterra campgrounds are on the same 13-month system for 2026; NPS-run
campgrounds open exactly six months before the date of your stay.

Airport → park Bozeman (BZN) to West Yellowstone is about 91 miles, roughly a 1.5 to 2 hour drive on

US-191.

One nice dinner Old Faithful Inn Dining Room; reservations are required for dinner. Casual dress.

Money reality In-park lodging for 3 nights will eat most of a $1,800 budget. West Yellowstone keeps

you comfortably under it. See section 3.

1b) Recommendation and the Best Alternative
Realistic recommendation: base in West Yellowstone at Explorer Cabins at
Yellowstone. Here is the honest math. In-park lodges are magical but pricey and, for August, they

book roughly 13 months out. If they are already gone when you book, or if you want to protect your

$1,800 budget, West Yellowstone is the smart play: it sits right at the West Entrance, puts you 30 to

40 minutes from both Old Faithful and Grand Prismatic, and Explorer Cabins are modern cottages
just 0.6 miles from the West Entrance, featuring kitchenettes and complimentary Wi-Fi, which is gold

for assembling picnic lunches. Rates start from USD222 (guide value, as of June 2026), so 3 nights

lands near $700–$900 and leaves real room for the car, fuel, fees and your nice dinner.

Named alternatives in West Yellowstone (same criteria: 2 adults, walkable town, near
West Entrance):

Kelly Inn West Yellowstone, a solid mid-range hotel a few blocks from the entrance, typically

in the $200–$300/night range in peak summer (guide value, confirm at the provider). Good pick
if you prefer a standard hotel room with breakfast over a cabin.

Under Canvas West Yellowstone, upscale safari-style glamping tents north of town, a wow-

factor splurge (typically $400+/night, guide value). Choose this only if you want the experience

more than the savings.

Best alternative overall: stay inside the park at Old Faithful Snow Lodge. It is the newest

of the park's full-service hotels and sits steps from Old Faithful. The deluxe rooms feature 1 King bed

or 2 Queen beds, a full bathroom, coffee maker, hair dryer, heat, mini-refrigerator and fan, though

there is no air conditioning, TV, or radio. Heads-up for 2026: the Snow Lodge will undergo a window-
replacement project from April through November 2026, with construction equipment, barriers and

scaffolding outside sections of the lodge, though crews work between 8 am and 5 pm with noise

during that time, and guest access to rooms will not be impacted. If you value being able to walk out
your door to the geyser at dawn and don't mind daytime construction noise (you'll be out exploring

anyway), this is the alternative to grab, budget permitting.



One honest note on the in-park option: three nights at the Snow Lodge (guide value $340–

$560/night) plus the car and fees can push you past $1,800. That is the trade-off, unbeatable location
versus budget headroom.

1c) Book Now (in priority order)

What By when Where / link

In-park lodge

(Snow Lodge) IF
you want inside

the park

ASAP; the 13-month window

for August 2026 opened
August 5, 2025, so call the

moment you decide

yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/… or 866-439-

7375. "You will see the binding price for your exact
dates and occupancy at the provider's booking step,

it changes daily."

West Yellowstone

cabin/hotel

(recommended
base)

4 to 6 months ahead for

August; sooner is safer

Explorer Cabins:

explorercabinsatyellowstonehotel.com "You will see

the binding price for your exact dates and occupancy
at the provider's booking step, it changes daily."

Rental car at BZN 3 to 6 months ahead; airport

fleets sell out in summer

Book directly with your preferred agency at Bozeman

Yellowstone International Airport

Old Faithful Inn

Dining Room

dinner

Depends on where you stay

(see note)

yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/…

Park entrance

pass (digital)

Anytime before arrival recreation.gov/…

Dinner reservation reality: advance dinner reservations are available only to overnight in-park
lodging and campground guests; guests at the Old Faithful Inn can book up to 60 days prior to arrival,

and guests at other Yellowstone lodges and campgrounds up to 30 days prior. Since you'll likely be

staying in West Yellowstone (outside the park), you generally can't pre-book here, but non-lodging

guests are able to visit the host stand for same-day availability. Plan B for the nice dinner is Madison
Crossing Lounge in West Yellowstone (details in Day 1).

2) Day-by-Day Plan
Sunset in August is late (around 8:40 PM), so you have long, unhurried evenings, no need to rush.

Day 0, Monday, August 10: Fly into Bozeman, drive to West Yellowstone

Land at Bozeman (BZN), pick up the rental car, and drive south. Bozeman to West Yellowstone is
about 91 miles, roughly 1.5 to 2 hours on US-191 through Gallatin Canyon (gorgeous river-and-

mountain scenery).

Check into Explorer Cabins at Yellowstone (250 South Canyon Street, West Yellowstone).

Stock the kitchenette with picnic supplies at the town's grocery for the next two days.

https://www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/stay/plan/reservations/
http://www.explorercabinsatyellowstonehotel.com/
https://www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/restaurant/old-faithful-inn-dining-room/
https://www.recreation.gov/pass/


One nice dinner tonight (Plan B pick): Madison Crossing Lounge, 121 Madison Ave,

West Yellowstone. Open nightly 5 PM to 9 PM, American cuisine with a strong wine and cocktail
list. Note they do not accept reservations during the summer months (April to October) and

operate first-come, first-served, so arrive around 5 PM to beat the wait. Budget roughly $80–$110

for two before tip; add the customary 15 to 20 percent tip, plus tax.

💡 Tip: Fill the gas tank in West Yellowstone before you go in. In-park fuel is limited and pricier,
and you'll be covering a lot of ground.

🌦 Plan B (weather): If mountain weather slows the drive, skip any detours and go straight to

town; the canyon road is scenic enough on its own.

Map: Open in maps

Day 1, Tuesday, August 11: Geyser Day (Old Faithful + Grand Prismatic)

Enter through the West Entrance early (aim for 7:30–8:00 AM to beat the mid-morning crush).

Have your digital entrance pass ready.

Old Faithful & Upper Geyser Basin. Check the predicted eruption time at the visitor center
board or the NPS app, then walk the boardwalk loop past Castle, Grotto and Riverside geysers.

Unhurried, this is a 2 to 3 hour amble.

Picnic lunch at one of the nearby picnic areas (the park has 52 picnic areas throughout the park).

Nez Perce Creek and the Firehole area are pleasant.

Grand Prismatic Spring. For the famous aerial-color view, park at the Fairy Falls trailhead
(about a mile south of Midway Geyser Basin) and walk the short spur to the Grand Prismatic
Overlook. The overlook trailhead is south of Midway Geyser Basin, in the western part of the

park. Then drive to the Midway Geyser Basin boardwalk to see the spring up close.

Dinner: Old Faithful Inn Dining Room (3200 Old Faithful Inn Rd). Dinner is 5:00 pm to

10:00 pm, casual dress, historic log-lodge atmosphere. Since you're staying outside the park, go to

the host stand for same-day availability (aim for an early or off-peak slot). Budget roughly $90–
$130 for two before tip; add 15 to 20 percent tip. If it's full, you already dined at Madison Crossing

on Day 0, so tonight's fallback is the casual Old Faithful Lodge Cafeteria, which serves lunch

and dinner with great value and selection.

💡 Tip: The overlook lot fills fast late morning. Doing Old Faithful first and the overlook early
afternoon (or vice-versa) helps you dodge the worst parking scramble.

🌦 Plan B (weather): Geysers are actually more dramatic on cool, cloudy days (bigger steam

plumes). If it's storming, do the indoor Old Faithful Visitor Education Center and the Inn's lobby,

and save the overlook for a clear window.

Maps: Open in maps Open in maps

Day 2, Wednesday, August 12: Lamar Valley Wildlife Dawn

This is an early one, and worth it. Lamar Valley in the far northeast is the park's best big-game and

wolf-watching country, and dawn/dusk are prime time. It's a long haul from the west side, so treat
today as a full, slow scenic day, not a race.

https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Madison%20Crossing%20Lounge%20121%20Madison%20Ave%20West%20Yellowstone%20MT
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Old%20Faithful%20Inn%20Dining%20Room%203200%20Old%20Faithful%20Inn%20Rd%20Yellowstone%20National%20Park%20WY
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Fairy%20Falls%20Trailhead%20Grand%20Prismatic%20Overlook%20Yellowstone


Leave West Yellowstone very early (think 4:30–5:00 AM) to reach Lamar around sunrise. Route:

West Entrance → Madison → Norris → Mammoth → Tower → Lamar Valley. Bring layers;
mornings are cold even in August.

Bring binoculars or a spotting scope. Look for bison herds, pronghorn, elk, and (with luck and

patience) wolves and bears near the tree lines. Pull off only at designated pullouts.

Picnic breakfast/lunch from your kitchenette supplies at a Lamar-area pullout or picnic area.

On the way back, break up the drive at Mammoth Hot Springs (travertine terraces) and, if time

allows, the Norris Geyser Basin.

Casual dinner back in West Yellowstone (Madison Crossing again, or a pizza/brewpub in town) so

you're not driving late and tired.

💡 Tip: Wolves and bears are most active in the first and last light. If you only have one shot,

make it the morning; the light and the animal activity both reward the early alarm.

🌦 Plan B (weather): If it's raining hard at dawn, wildlife hunkers down and the long drive isn't

worth it. Swap in a nearer-to-West wildlife option: the Madison and Hayden Valley stretches also
hold bison and elk and are far closer.

Map: Open in maps

Day 3, Thursday, August 13: Slow morning, drive back to Bozeman

No rushing, as requested. Take a relaxed final morning: a short walk along the Madison River
(great for a last elk or bison sighting near the West Entrance), coffee in town, and pack up.

Drive the 91 miles back to Bozeman (BZN), allowing 2 to 2.5 hours plus buffer for the airport. Fill

the rental's tank in town before you leave.

💡 Tip: Build in a full extra hour of buffer. Summer construction and wildlife jams on US-191 and
inside the park can add unpredictable delays, and you don't want to sprint to your gate.

3) Practical Notes, Checklist & Cost Overview
Good to know

In-park lodges have no air conditioning and no TV; cell coverage and Wi-Fi are very limited.
Download offline maps before you enter.

Lodging check-in is 4:00 pm and check-out is 11:00 am.

Cooking is not allowed inside the in-park rooms/cabins; that's another point in favor of the West

Yellowstone kitchenette for your picnic prep.

Buy your entrance pass digitally in advance on recreation.gov to skip the entrance-station line on a

busy August morning.

Packing checklist

☐ Layers (down to 30s°F at dawn in Lamar, up to 80s°F midday)

☐ Rain jacket (afternoon thunderstorms are common)

☐ Binoculars or spotting scope for wildlife

☐ Reusable water bottles and a cooler/bag for picnic lunches

https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Lamar%20Valley%20Yellowstone%20National%20Park


☐ Bear spray (buy or rent in West Yellowstone; do not fly with it)

☐ Sunscreen, hat, sturdy walking shoes

☐ Printed/offline maps and eruption-prediction plan (spotty cell service)

☐ Full tank of gas before each park day

Estimated cost overview (2 adults, 3 nights), mirrored against your $1,800 budget

Item Estimate
(USD)

Notes

Lodging, 3 nights, West

Yellowstone (Explorer Cabins)

$700–

$900

Guide value, check the exact date price with the

provider; from $222/night as of June 2026

Rental car, 3–4 days from BZN $250–$400 Guide value, varies sharply by demand; book early

Fuel $80–$120 Long Lamar day adds miles; approx.

Park entrance $35 Private vehicle, valid 7 days

Groceries / picnic lunches (2 days) $50–$80 From the West Yellowstone grocery

One nice dinner (Old Faithful Inn

or Madison Crossing)

$110–$160 Includes 15–20% tip, plus tax

Second casual dinner + incidentals $70–$110 Town pizza/brewpub, coffees, snacks

Estimated total ~$1,295–
$1,805

Comfortably within budget at the low/mid end

Honest budget read: the West Yellowstone base keeps you inside $1,800, especially if you land

a good car rate and a cabin near the $222 floor. If you switch to the in-park Snow Lodge (guide

value $340–$560/night, so roughly $1,020–$1,680 for 3 nights alone), you will very likely blow past
$1,800 once you add the car, fuel and dinners. That's the core trade-off: location versus budget.

4) Sources (checked June 2026)
National Park Service (official)

Fees & Passes: nps.gov/…

Camping (campgrounds, dates, fees, reservation windows): nps.gov/…

Grand Prismatic Overlook Trail: nps.gov/…

Digital entrance pass: recreation.gov/…

Yellowstone National Park Lodges / Xanterra (official concessioner)

Reservation policies & booking window: yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/…

Old Faithful Snow Lodge & Cabins (summer): yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/…

Old Faithful Inn Dining Room (hours, dinner reservation rules):

yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/…

Lodging & dining (outside the park)

Explorer Cabins at Yellowstone (rates, location): explorercabinsatyellowstonehotel.com

https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/fees.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/campgrounds.htm
https://www.nps.gov/thingstodo/yell-trail-grand-prismatic-overlook.htm
https://www.recreation.gov/pass/
https://www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/stay/plan/reservations/
https://www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/lodgings/cabin/old-faithful-snow-lodge-cabins-summer/
https://www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/restaurant/old-faithful-inn-dining-room/
http://www.explorercabinsatyellowstonehotel.com/


Madison Crossing Lounge (hours, address, phone): madisoncrossinglounge.com

Transport reference

Bozeman (BZN) to West Yellowstone distance (~91 miles): rome2rio.com/…

A couple of the live nightly rates (Snow Lodge, Explorer Cabins, car rental) sit behind daily-changing

booking widgets, so those are given as guide values with an as-of date; every entrance fee, opening

hour, campground fee and reservation window above is taken from the official pages as of June 2026.
Have a wonderful, unhurried trip.

Created with typeatrip. All details were checked online by the AI at the time of creation, opening hours and prices can

change, please confirm briefly before booking.

https://madisoncrossinglounge.com/
https://www.rome2rio.com/s/Bozeman-Airport-BZN/West-Yellowstone

